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Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [10.04 am]: I am pleased to table 
the report on the review of the Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act 1996. The report examines the 
operation of the Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act 1996 and has been prepared on the basis of 
information gained from consultations with a range of interest groups and the broader contemporary policy and 
legislative context in Western Australia. 
The review was informed by two consultation rounds. The initial consultation round targeted key agencies 
directly involved in the operation of the CLMIA act. The outcomes from this initial consultation informed 
a public discussion paper that was released in September 2014 as the basis for public consideration of the 
operation of the act. The two consultation rounds attracted 52 submissions from a broad range of individuals and 
organisations, including interested members of the public and peak representative bodies in the legal, mental 
health and disability sectors, and the Western Australian Supreme Court, District Court and Children’s Court, 
government agencies and independent bodies. 
The report makes 35 recommendations on a range of issues raised by submissions received during the course of 
the review. Key recommendations include proposals aimed at providing courts with greater flexibility when 
addressing juveniles found not guilty by reason of unsound mind or being mentally unfit to stand trial; 
provisions to require a judicial officer to have regard to whether there is a case to answer when an accused is 
found mentally unfit to stand trial; expansion of the disposition options available to the court when addressing an 
accused found mentally unfit to stand trial; removal of mandatory custody orders for juvenile accused; and 
changes to provide for a range of procedural fairness provisions to enhance the fair and equitable treatment of 
mentally impaired accused by the Mentally Impaired Accused Review Board. 
Following consultation with my parliamentary colleagues—in particular, the Ministers for Mental Health and 
Disability Services—I intend to take to cabinet a package of reforms based on the recommendations of the 
report. When implemented, the recommendations I have outlined and the broad range of other reforms proposed 
in the report will make a practical and substantive improvement to the operation of the Criminal Law 
(Mentally Impaired Accused) Act 1996. 
[See paper 4000.] 
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